
TEACHER AS WORSHIPPER: 
Quotes from John Piper’s A Peculiar Glory 

	  
(1) “All the processes of preserving the original text, transmitting it, translating it, and learning to 
construe its true meaning involve the natural uses of our sense in observation and mental 
capacities of reason and inference. These processes are essential for any of us to have access to 
the meaning of biblical texts where God’s glory is seen. Therefore… spiritual, saving 
knowledge—the sight of ‘the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ’ (2 Cor 4:4)—is dependent 
on the natural knowledge of what the Scripture teaches” (269) 
 
(2) “Notice, it is not just that we must have the Scriptures and that we must read (or hear) them, 
but also that we must read them in some measure according to their original and true meaning. 
God’s glory interpenetrates the true meaning of the Scriptures. It is the true meaning of texts that 
emits the divine glory. It is not magically attached to letters and words. It is embodied in the 
meaning that the words carry. Thus a false interpretation of some teaching or action of Jesus will 
not truly reveal his glory. The apostle Peter says that there are things in the Scriptures that ‘the 
ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction’ (2 Pet 3:16). Twisted Scriptures do not 
convey the glory of God. They lead to destruction” (271).  
 
(3) “Does this mean that we are back to depending on the scholars for our faith? The answer is 
mixed. We are not dependent on historians and apologists and scholars to prove to us that the 
Scriptures are true and that God is real. But we are dependent on human agents to give us access 
to the Bible. And we are dependent on human agency—our own and others’—to give us the 
ability to construe the meaning of the Bible through reading or hearing what it says. There is no 
access to the peculiar glory of God in his word without human agency. And there is no access to the true meaning of 
biblical texts without human agency. Seeing the truth and beauty of God in Scripture will always require more than 
human agency. But never less” (272; emphasis added).  
 
(4) “Reading well is a mediator of glory. When Paul observed that a veil lay over the hearts of the 
Jewish people (2 Cor 3:15) when the Scriptures were read in the synagogue every week (Acts 
13:27; 15:21), the solution was not to stop reading the Scriptures. The solution was to turn to the 
Lord Jesus. ‘When one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed’ (2 Cor 3:16). The veil is lifted to see 
what is there. If we turn away from reading, there is little reason to think the Lord will lift the 
veil. What would we see?” (272).  
 
(5) “Since the saving sight of the glory of God (2 Cor 4:6) always comes through the word, it is 
necessarily dependent on human agency—the agency of others who preserve the word’s presence 
in our hands, and the agency of ourselves who construe the word’s meaning in our minds. If the 
word is not preserved for us, we have no access to the meaning where the glory shines. And if the 
word is not construed correctly, likewise, we have no access to the meaning where the glory 
shines” (278).  
 
(6) “Only the sight of God’s glory in his inspired word gives certainty to the simplest and the most 
educated person” (279).  


